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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS : PFOR, PINT, US . IT 

SUBJECT: AMBASSADOR'S EPOCA INTERVIEW 

1. DURING A TALK ON OTHER MATTERS WITH COUNSELOR SONNEN- 
FELDT AND ASSISTANT SECRETARY HARTMAN ON SEPTEMBER 17, 
AMBASSADOR GAJA MENTIONED THAT PRESS REACTION IN ITALY TO 
AMBASSADOR VOLPE'S INTERVIEW IN THE WEEKLY EPOCA IS SUB- 
SIDING. CALLING THE STORIES A "48-HOUR PHENOMENON," GAJA 
THOUGHT THAT THE CLAMOR OVER THE AMBASSADOR'S REMARKS WOULD 
SOON "VANISH". THE MORO GOVERNMENT, HE ADDED, CAN EASILY 
HANDLE ANY PCI INTERPOLATIONS IN THE SENATE. 

2. SONNENEELDT REPLIED THAT THE AMBASSADOR'S INTERVIEW 
WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN NECESSARY IN THE FIRST PLACE IF CERTAIN 
INTELLECTUALS IN OUR RESPECTIVE COUNTRIES HAD NOT RAISED 
DOUBTS ABOUT THE U.S. ATTITUDE TOWARD THE PCI. THE ANNOY- 
ING PART, HE ADDED, IS THAT THE U.S. PRESS PICTURED THE 
STORY AS IE ALL OE ITALY WERE UP IN ARMS AGAINST THE 
AMBASSADOR. KISSINGER 
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